
2 a therapeptic bioabsorbable element in a pre-delivery state prior to its delivery 

to a soft tissue site of a patient; 
4^r said bioabsorbable element being of a material which is in a post-delivery state 

i*s at the target tissue site;(and 

the therapeutic agent comprising a radiation agent. 




VT. {755enfl£3)T£Ta^ 

a bioaBsorbable element in a pre-delivery state prior to its delivery to a 
>soft tissue site of a pitient; 

the hjfoabsorable element comprising a therapeutic gene therapy agent; and 

5 said/bioabsorbable element being of a material which is in a post-delivery state 

6 at the target tissue 4ite, . / 

1 94. (Amended) A target tis/ue localization device comprising: 

2 a bioabsorbable element in a pre-delivery state prior to its delivery to a 

3 soft tissue site of a patient; 

4 said bioabsorbable element being of a material which is in a post-delivery state 

5 at the target tissue site; and 

6 the bioabsorbable element comprising means for subsequently receiving a 

7 therapeutic agent. 



4 -957-* The device accordii/g to claim 94 wherein the receiving means comprises a 

2 radiation agent. 

1 96. The device accordjfng to claim 94 wherein the receiving means comprises a 

2 gene therapy agent. 

1 97. The device according to claim 94 wherein the receiving means comprises a 

2 chemotherapy agent. 

1 98. The device according to claim 89 further comprising a marker element in 

2 contact with the bioabsorbable element. 

1 99. The device according to claim 98 wherein the marker element is a radiopaque 

2 marker element located generally centrally within the bioabsorbable element. 

1 100. The device according to claim the 99 wherein the radiopaque marker element 

2 is a chosen one of a permanent marker element and a temporary marker element. 

1 101 . The device according to claim 89 wherein the bioabsorbable element is 

2 remotely visualizable in its/post-delivery state by at least one of ultrasound, mammography 

3 andMRI. 

1 102. The devic^ according to claim 89 wherein the bioabsorbable element is softer 

2 in its post-delivery state tftan in its pre-delivery state. 

1 103. The device according to claim 89 wherein the bioabsorbable element is 

2 physically different in its/ post-delivery state from its pre-delivery state. 

1 1 1 8. A target tissue localization method comprising: 

2 taking tis/sue from a target tissue site within a patient; 

3 selecting/ a bioabsorable element that is capable of yielding therapy via 

4 delivery of a therapeutfc agent to or activating a therapeutic agent within the bioabsorable 

5 element; / 

6 positioning the bioabsorbable element at the target tissue site; 

7 testingthe tissue; and 

8 if the resting indicates a need to do so relocating the target tissue site by 

9 finding the bioabsorbable element by palpation of the patient to feel the bioabsorbable 

10 element. 

1 119. The diethod according to claim 118 wherein the positioning step is carried out 

2 using said bioabsorpable element and a radiopaque marker. 
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1 120. The method according to claim the 1 1 9 wherein the radiopaque marker 

2 element is a chosen one of a permanent marker element and a temporary marker element. 

1 121. The method according to claim 118 wherein the remotely visualizing step is 

2 carried out to by at least one [of ultrasound, mammography and MRI. 

1 122. The method a xording to claim 118 further comprising the step of selecting 

2 the bioabsorbable element so that after positioning at the target site, the bioabsorbable 

3 element has a hardness of at east about 1.5 times as hard as the surrounding tissue. 

1 123. The method according to claim 118 further comprising the step of effectively 

2 preventing blood from contacting the bioabsorbable element until the bioabsorbable element 

3 is positioned at the target site. 

1 124. The method according to claim 123 wherein the effectively preventing step is 

2 carried out by using a heme static bioabsorbable element having a non-hemostatic 

3 biodegradable outer layer. 

1 125. The method according the claim 118 wherein the positioning step is carried 

2 out using a bioabsorable el ;ment with a remotely sensible marker element at a generally 

3 central location within the pioabsorbable element. 

1 126. The method according to claim 118 wherein the tissue taking step is carried 

2 out at a biopsy site as the target tissue site. 

1 127. A target tissue localization method comprising: 

2 taking tissue from a target tissue site within a patient; 

3 selecting a bioabsorable element that is capable of yielding therapy via 

4 delivery of therapy or activating therapy within the bioabsorable element; 

5 positioning the bioabsorbable element at the target tissue site; 

6 testing th< tissue; and 

7 if the test rig indicates a need to do so relocating the target tissue site by 

8 finding the bioabsorbabl 5 element by locating inflammation at the target tissue site caused by 

9 the bioabsorbable eleme it. 

1 128. The method according to claim 127 wherein the positioning step is carried out 

2 using said bioabsorbabl* : element and a radiopaque marker. 

1 129. The met! od according to claim the 128 wherein the radiopaque marker 

2 element is a chosen one of a permanent marker element and a temporary marker element. 

1 130. The method according to claim 127 wherein the remotely visualizing step is 

2 carried out to by at leas one of ultrasound, mammography and MRI. 

1 131. The met lod according to claim 127 further comprising the step of selecting 

2 the bioabsorbable element so that after positioning at the target site, the bioabsorbable 

3 element has a hardnesslof at least about 1.5 times as hard as the surrounding tissue. 

1 132. The me hod according to claim 127 further comprising the step of effectively 

2 preventing blood from contacting the bioabsorbable element until the bioabsorbable element 

3 is positioned at the tarj ;et site. 

1 133. The method according to claim 132 wherein the effectively preventing step is 

2 carried out by using a nemostatic bioabsorbable element having a non-hemostatic 

3 biodegradable outer laker. 

1 134. The method according the claim 127 wherein the positioning step is carried 

2 out using a bioabsorable element within a remotely sensible marker element at a generally 

3 central location within the bioabsorbable element. 

1 135. The method according to claim 127 wherein the tissue taking step is carried 

2 out at a biopsy site aslthe target tissue site. 

1 136. (Amer ded) A target tissue localization method comprising: 

2 taking tissue from a target tissue site within a patient; 

3 selecti ig a bioabsorable element that is capable of yielding therapy via 

4 delivery of therapy or activating therapy within the bioabsorable element; 
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positioning the 
the step of sel 



bioabsorbable element at the target tissue site; 
;ting the bioabsorbable element being carried out so that after 
positioning at the target site, llhe bioabsorbable element has a hardness of at least about 1.5 
times as hard as the surrounding tissue; 

testing the tissue; and 

if the testing indicates a need to do so relocating the target tissue site by 
finding the bioabsorbable element by remotely visualizing the bioabsorbable element. 

137. The method according to claim 136 wherein the positioning step is carried out 
using said bioabsorbable element and a radiopaque marker. 

138. The method according to claim the 137 wherein the radiopaque marker 
element is a chosen one of I permanent marker element and a temporary marker element. 



139. The method 
carried out to by at least on 



out using a bioabsorable e 



according to claim 136 wherein the remotely visualizing step is 
of ultrasound, mammography and MRI. 

141. The methodjaccording to claim 136 further comprising the step of effectively 
preventing blood from contacting the bioabsorbable element until the bioabsorbable element 
is positioned at the target site. 

142. The methoc according to claim 141 wherein the effectively preventing step is 
carried out using a hemostitic bioabsorbable element having a non-hemostatic biodegradable 
outer layer. 

143. The methoq according the claim 136 wherein the positioning step is carried 

ement with a remotely sensible marker element at a generally 

central location within thej bioabsorbable element. 

144. A target tissue localization method comprising: 
taking tissue from a target tissue site within a patient; 
selecting al remotely visualizable bioabsorable element; and 

positioning the remotely visualizable bioabsorbable element at the target tissue 

site. 

145. The methAd according to claim 144 wherein the positioning step is carried out 
using a bioabsorbable element at least a portion of which is radiopaque. 

146. The method according to claim 144 wherein the tissue taking step is carried 
out at a biopsy site as thfe target tissue site. 

147. The method according to claim 144 wherein the positioning step is carried out 
using remote visualization. 

148. A medical treatment method comprising: 

taking a/tissue sample from a target tissue site within a patient; 

positioimng a bioabsorbable element at the target tissue site at the time of the 
taking of the tissue sample; 

testing the tissue sample; 
r if the te sting indicates a need to do so, medically treating the target tissue site. 

150. The method according to claim 148 wherein the medically treating step 
comprises delivering aitherapeutic agent to the target site. 

151. The method according to claim 150 wherein the delivering step is carried out 
using at least one of: I 

a chemotherapy agent; 

a radiation-emitting element; 



thermal 



gene thi 



energy; 



ionization energy; 



rapy; 



vector tfterapy; 
electrical therapy; 
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